What I have noticed though is that many
of these riders have...how can I say this. ..
large frontal protrusions. Watching these
same people walk, it is obvious that the
extra mass carried in front tends to exag-
gerate the normal lumbar curve.

Is it possible then that this frontal
weight acts like ballast holding the spine
and upper body in an upright position
when seated on a cruiser? Or are they just
victims of popular culture and actually just
as uncomfortable as I am on a cruiser?

Mario Caruso
guinzomoto @arkansasrider.com
Hot Springs, AR

Mario, see doc flash’s reply to this
question is in this month’s Medical Motor-
cycling, “Gut Feelings.”

Consumer Tips On Batteries

In addition to the technical issues raised
in “Batteries 101,” (Open Road, Novem-
ber), there are several noteworthy con-
sumer tips that should be shared:

1. Brands and heat: Most batteries of a
given technology are a commodity, mean-
ing there is little difference among most
brands in general. Thus, you can expect
similar performance and a lifetime rating
of 3-5 years at constant 77° F in most typ-
ical motorcycle applications. Above all
else, heat is the enemy of battery
longevity, and above 122°, lifetime expo-
nentially drops, so don’t store the battery
in high heat if you can help it.

2. Odyssey by Enersys: The most
notable exception to the “in general” state-
ment above is the “Odyssey” battery
series made by Enersys. For many years,
we’ve used these batteries in the rugged
uninterruptible power supply systems we
manufacture at my company for the
military, as Enersys is the only battery
the military will accept for mission-
critical applications.

Compared to more generic sealed bat-
teries, these Odysseys last 8—12 years at
the same 77° constant, are significantly
more resistant to shock and vibration,
have dramatically better cranking perfor-
mance at extreme low temperature, and
can be ordered with operating tempera-
tures of up to 176°.

In addition, they have a shelf life of
about two years, as opposed to a more
generic battery’s three months—meaning
Battery Tenders are no longer necessary if
you ride with any regularity. My con-
troller at work has had the same Enersys
battery in his Harley Softail since 1998,
and it’s still performing perfectly. I use
them in all of my motorcycles, and rec-
ommend them highly.

At work, we get them for about $65

wholesale, as we buy them in bulk for the
equipment we manufacture. Online prices
are not much higher. In dealerships, they
can run as high as $225.

3. Physical size: A vast majority of 12-
V sealed, maintenance-free batteries in a
given Ah range are a standard physical
size. This takes some of the mystery out of
cross-brand shopping. Of course, one
should double check this before buying,
but chances are Brand X’s 12V 15-20 Ah
battery is almost identical in size to Brand
Y’s battery of the same rating.

4. Pricing: There is arguably no pur-
chase where motorcyclists are ripped off
more than batteries. A generic sealed,
maintenance-free battery for a modern
Harley or BMW costs $18-30 wholesale.
At a dealership, you will pay $90-125 for
the exact same battery. A smart shopper
should check a local industrial supply
houses, and likely to find the battery
required for under one-third of what a deal-
ership charges for the identical product.

—Moshe K. Levy

MCN contributor Moshe K. Levy has
spent the last 10 years as a manager at
Nova Electric which designs and manu-
factures custom uninterruptible power
supplies for military applications.—Ed.
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